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Recommended duration: Between 1 and 2 years

Recommended overall budget: Between € 0.5 million to € 1.5

Link for more information and submission tool (active from 12th of July)

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/page/capacities&state=open
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One important rule for the calculation of the EC contribution applies:

In order to achieve the aim of promoting the outsourcing of research and demonstration activities, the financial support to the project will be 

limited to 110% of the total amount of the subcontracting to the RTD performers (price to be invoiced by RTD performers to SMEs).

Management activities (MANAG) are a regular part of the project and provide an appropriate framework that brings together all project 

components and maintains regular communications with the Commission.

The EC contribution is based on upper funding limits for individual activities:

1. Research and technological development activities (RTD): maximum of 50 % of the eligible costs.

However, for SMEs, non-profit public bodies, secondary and higher education establishments, and research organisations: a maximum of 75 

%.

3. Management and other activities (MANAG and OTHER): maximum of 100%

However, SMEs that are research centres, research institutes, contract research organisations or consultancy firms are not eligible as SME 

participants however they are eligible to take part as RTD performers, other enterprisers or end users.

2. Demonstration activities (DEMO): maximum of 50%

Research for the benefit of SMEs - 7fp EC

European SMEs (Small and Medium Enterprises).

Objective: Research for SMEs supports small groups of innovative SMEs in solving technological problems and acquiring technological know-

how.

Minimum requirements for the consortium: At least three independent SMEs, established in three different Member States or associated 

countries and at least two RTD performers which must be independent from any other participant, which can come from any country and 

which must act as subcontractors of the SMEs.

A project will typically require a mix of different activities to achieve its objectives:

Research and technological development activities (RTD) form the core of the project with a major contribution from the RTD performers. 

SMEs focus on specifications, testing and validation of project results and the preparatory stages for further use.

Demonstration activities (DEMO) are designed to prove the viability of new technologies that offer a potential economic advantage but 

which cannot be commercialised directly (e.g. testing of product-like prototypes). This is the last development stage before products or 

processes enter production.

Other activities (OTHER) facilitate the take-up of results by the SMEs, in particular training and dissemination.

MAJOR FEATURES

Funding 

Scheme
Budget Duration Consortium Funded activities

Research for 

the benefit of 

the SMEs

between € 

0.5 million 

to € 1.5

between 1 

and 2 years

At least 3 SMEs (from diff. 

elegible countries) and 2 

RTD Performers

Research and technological 

development, 

Demonstration, 

RTD: 50% (75 if SME)

DEMO: 50%

MANAG and OTHER: 100%

Scope Theme

OpenReduced

Maximum rates of funding
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